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News, Notes & Needs of The Washington Latin Public Charter School – 09.24.09 
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The 'Word of the Week' is: 

equivocate \ih-KWIV-uh-kayt\ 

intransitive verb 

1.  To be deliberately ambiguous or unclear in order to mislead or to avoid committing oneself to anything 
definite. 

 
To equivocate is literally to call equally one thing or the other: It comes from Medieval Latin aequivocare, from the 
Latin aequus, equal + vocare, to call (from Latin vox, voice). 

 

In this edition of The Legenda: 

• Letter from Head of School, Martha Cutts 

• Note from the School Librarian 

• Letter from the PA President 

• Sally Foster orders are due Wednesday, September 30th  

• Fundraising Opportunities from PA 

• 2009 National Book Festival 
• Lion Sport Report 

• Book Fair Flyer - Politics and Prose Book Store on Oct. 17th 

• October Calendar 

 
 

I. NEWS 

 

From the Office of the Head of School 

Dear Latin Parents, 
 
Enclosed is the calendar for October. I hope this will help you to plan ahead so that you can join us for various events that 
both the School and the Parent Association are planning.  Diana Smith will provide more details about October 14, but let 
me just say that all of our ninth and tenth graders will take a practice PSAT that day.  That evening we will have a 
program for the parents of eighth, ninth, and tenth graders to talk about our Upper School curriculum.  
 
Tomorrow in homeroom we will be giving each child an envelope for you. It contains important information on DC-CAS 
scores (for those who were here at Latin last year), free/reduced lunch eligibility, and signing up for our school lunch 
program.  Please remember to ask your child for the envelope, so you can review all of this material carefully. Each 
family is required to return the form about free/reduced lunch, and the students in homerooms that get at least a 90% 
return by October 1 will get a dress down day on October 9. Please get your forms in! 
 



I can’t resist telling you about two lovely events. At a recent Upper School assembly, commendations were handed out to 
seven students for their positive contributions or strong start to the school year. Taking the time to acknowledge this kind 
of behavior gives our students a strong message about what we value as a school. I was proud of the students selected and 
pleased with the support and interest shown by their peers.  This type of assembly will take place on a regular basis, 
which gives students the incentive to strive for such recognition.
 
Yesterday the Middle School welcomed Katherine Marsh author of 
school. She talked about both books with our 5th and 6th grade students.
teachers and welcomed Ms. Marsh with great enthusiasm and impressive questions, as well as letters written in the voice 
of some of her characters. Ms. Marsh left with a very positive impression of Washington Latin, and the students l
about her writing process. We also hope they were inspired to rewrite some Greek myths on their own!
 
Now that Washington Latin is in its fourth year of existence and we have a solid and strong base of student and parent 
support and a record, albeit short, of success, we are able to plan more thoroughly for the future and for the School’s 
financial sustainability. Part of that effort involves ensuring the financial stability and success of the school. The Board 
Governors, Angela Iovino, our Director for Institutional Advancement, and I are moving forward in our planning for our 
development efforts, and I want you to know a little bit about this. 
 
We have a three-pronged approach, apart from the wonderful efforts of the Parent Association to raise 
Annual Fund.  The Parent Initiative has a goal to raise $100,000 this academic year from our parents for general 
operations. I am pleased to say that we already have two lead gift commitments of $10,000 over the next four years. The 
Study/Travel Grant, which will support a couple of students on a spring break trip to Italy (I will have more details on 
this trip in next week’s Legenda!) already has a lead gift of $2,500.  The third aspect of our campaign involves seeking 
major gifts from donors who may not be directly associated with Washington Latin. This effort will focus on securing 
funds for facilities and a permanent location for our school.  While Angela and I are eager to speak to any parents about 
their own desire to support the school financially, we would also appreciate the names of any individuals you may know 
who have a special interest in supporting education. 
 
I hope to see many Middle School parents at Back
 
With warm regards, 

 
Martha C. Cutts 
Head of School 
 

 

From the School Librarian 

News from the Library 

Please note the attached announcement for
the word to your friends and neighbors to come and shop that day and identify their sale as one from the Latin 
community.  I will be available all day to help with book selectio
This Saturday the National Festival of the Book will take place on the Mall starting at 10 a.m.  Authors for adult as well 
as children will be reading and signing books. Check it out at loc.gov.
 
While the library is located at the Decatur Campus, do know that our school library is for all students and is open every 
day after school until 4 p.m. (except on Tuesdays when a meeting is held there after school).  Students from the Upshur 
campus are welcome to stop by and check out books.  If Mrs.
And, once a week, Mrs. Ching visits the Upshur campus and sets up a table of books of interest during lunch to 
encourage book check out.  Please contact her 
interests. 

I can’t resist telling you about two lovely events. At a recent Upper School assembly, commendations were handed out to 
seven students for their positive contributions or strong start to the school year. Taking the time to acknowledge this kind 

vior gives our students a strong message about what we value as a school. I was proud of the students selected and 
pleased with the support and interest shown by their peers.  This type of assembly will take place on a regular basis, 

he incentive to strive for such recognition. 

Yesterday the Middle School welcomed Katherine Marsh author of The Night Tourist and The Twilight Prisoner

school. She talked about both books with our 5th and 6th grade students.  The students had been 
teachers and welcomed Ms. Marsh with great enthusiasm and impressive questions, as well as letters written in the voice 
of some of her characters. Ms. Marsh left with a very positive impression of Washington Latin, and the students l
about her writing process. We also hope they were inspired to rewrite some Greek myths on their own!

Now that Washington Latin is in its fourth year of existence and we have a solid and strong base of student and parent 
short, of success, we are able to plan more thoroughly for the future and for the School’s 

financial sustainability. Part of that effort involves ensuring the financial stability and success of the school. The Board 
or for Institutional Advancement, and I are moving forward in our planning for our 

development efforts, and I want you to know a little bit about this.  

pronged approach, apart from the wonderful efforts of the Parent Association to raise 
Annual Fund.  The Parent Initiative has a goal to raise $100,000 this academic year from our parents for general 
operations. I am pleased to say that we already have two lead gift commitments of $10,000 over the next four years. The 

vel Grant, which will support a couple of students on a spring break trip to Italy (I will have more details on 
this trip in next week’s Legenda!) already has a lead gift of $2,500.  The third aspect of our campaign involves seeking 

who may not be directly associated with Washington Latin. This effort will focus on securing 
funds for facilities and a permanent location for our school.  While Angela and I are eager to speak to any parents about 

inancially, we would also appreciate the names of any individuals you may know 
who have a special interest in supporting education.  

I hope to see many Middle School parents at Back-to-School Night tonight! 

ote the attached announcement for the Book Sale to be held at Politics and Prose Book Store on Oct. 17.  Spread 
the word to your friends and neighbors to come and shop that day and identify their sale as one from the Latin 
community.  I will be available all day to help with book selection and many of the teachers will also be stopping by.  
This Saturday the National Festival of the Book will take place on the Mall starting at 10 a.m.  Authors for adult as well 
as children will be reading and signing books. Check it out at loc.gov. 

the library is located at the Decatur Campus, do know that our school library is for all students and is open every 
day after school until 4 p.m. (except on Tuesdays when a meeting is held there after school).  Students from the Upshur 

to stop by and check out books.  If Mrs. Ching is not there, a sign-out sheet is on her desk
Mrs. Ching visits the Upshur campus and sets up a table of books of interest during lunch to 

encourage book check out.  Please contact her at eching@latinpcs.org with questions about your student's reading 

I can’t resist telling you about two lovely events. At a recent Upper School assembly, commendations were handed out to 
seven students for their positive contributions or strong start to the school year. Taking the time to acknowledge this kind 
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The students had been well prepared by their 

teachers and welcomed Ms. Marsh with great enthusiasm and impressive questions, as well as letters written in the voice 
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II. PARENT ASSOCIATION 
 
Dear Washington Latin Families, 
  
We have all settled into the new school year.  By now each of our children are knee high into homework and 
studying for test.  The education our children receive here at Washington Latin is exceptional.  Our children are 
learning and thriving in this environment.   
  
We all realize parent contribution through involvement, commitment, and generosity is very important.  Our PA is 
working to make the parents’ contribution a central role in our children’s environment.  We are doing so through 
support for our teachers and the provision of classroom resources, maintaining the facilities inside and out, 
connecting with the community and the district leaders as well as bridging the gap between home and school.  The 
PA’s financial contribution to the school helps to aid our very young school in the aforementioned areas but if we 
don’t have participation from the parents this cannot happen. 
  
We have several fun fundraising events planned this year.  In addition to the auction, the PA is planning a BBQ for 
which you should have received an Evite.  Please contact me directly if you did not receive it (ccoleman@aamc.org 
or 202-746-6982).  The BBQ will be held at the upper school on October 17 at 6:00 pm.  Get your payments in now 
so that we can RSVP with the caterer.  This, like the auction, is an adult affair.  Come eat, drink and get to know 
members of the Latin community.   
  
There are many events being planned for safe wholesome fun for the students on all grade levels.  Visit the PA 
website to view the calendar of upcoming events.  All of these events require a small contribution that will benefit 
the school and ultimately our children. 
  
In addition to the contribution made by the PA run functions we also need each family  to pay their dues.  Because 
parent involvement and support is critical to making Washington Latin PCS a very special school, we hope to have 
100% participation in PA dues this year.  The dues for each family is $25.  For those families that can, we ask that 
each family contribute an additional $200 per student.  This can be broken down into 2 to 4 payments if this is more 
comfortable for you.  Checks should be made payable to PA of the WLPCS and sent to the school with your 
children to turn into the office.  You can also visit the PA website where you can contribute directly via PayPal 
http://www.latinpa.org/.   All PA contributions are tax deductible eligible so don’t forget to solicit grandparents, 
aunts and uncles.  This is a great tax write off, all while helping the children. 
  
We need every parent’s involvement.  Please join us by attending our meetings, giving us your ideas , making your 
voice heard, and contributing as much of your time and financial support as you can! 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Caroline Ford Coleman 
President 
Washington Latin Public Charter School Parent Association 
 

 

Don't Forget -- Sally Foster orders are due Wednesday, September 30th. 

 
Help make the school's first fundraiser of the year a success!  Order forms are due to your child's homeroom teacher 
no later than Wednesday, September 30th.  Latin will receive 50 percent of the total dollar amount of all orders 



placed -- what a deal!!!  It's not too late to ask out
Foster website at www.sallyfoster.com <http://www.sallyfoster.com/> .  Latin's account number is 950179.
 
Money earned from this fundraiser will be used to help
provides to each grade to use toward class activities, appreciation luncheons for Latin staff provided on behalf of the 
PA, as well as seed money for other school
and get a jump on your holiday wrapping needs!
 
If you have any questions, please contact the Sally Foster co
Mandy Hursen at mandy@cbmove.com.
 
 
 

More ways to support Washington Latin PCS
 

TARGET
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It's not too late to ask out-of-town family and friends to check out the selection on the Sally 
Foster website at www.sallyfoster.com <http://www.sallyfoster.com/> .  Latin's account number is 950179.

Money earned from this fundraiser will be used to help pay for things such as the allotment the Parent Association 
provides to each grade to use toward class activities, appreciation luncheons for Latin staff provided on behalf of the 
PA, as well as seed money for other school-wide activities such as movie and game nights.   So, find those catalogs 
and get a jump on your holiday wrapping needs! 

If you have any questions, please contact the Sally Foster co-chairs -- Jamie Mills at jwmills5@yahoo.com or 
. 

More ways to support Washington Latin PCS

TARGET - Take Charge of Education 
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town family and friends to check out the selection on the Sally 
Foster website at www.sallyfoster.com <http://www.sallyfoster.com/> .  Latin's account number is 950179. 

pay for things such as the allotment the Parent Association 
provides to each grade to use toward class activities, appreciation luncheons for Latin staff provided on behalf of the 

d game nights.   So, find those catalogs 

Jamie Mills at jwmills5@yahoo.com or 

More ways to support Washington Latin PCS 
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SAFEWAY
For three weeks starting on 
the bottom of your Safeway receipt.
receive 10% of the total cost of the qualifying purchases you made from 18 Aug 
2009 – 15 Sept 2009. 

Sample of the Receipt Tapes: 

 
eScrip families  receipt tape (automatic redemption): 

non-eScrip  families receipt tape(meaning you have not registered on the site 
need you to bring in your receipt
to (barlowdc@hotmail.com) 
system.   

There is a great amount of money that can be earned by our school.  The receipts do not only 
need to come from Latin family me
not contributing to another school.  Ask your friends and family to help.

Receipts need to be inputted before 

SAFEWAY eSCRIPS 10% Back-To-
For three weeks starting on September 18th  a redemption code will be printed at 
the bottom of your Safeway receipt.  Washington Latin Public Charter School will 
receive 10% of the total cost of the qualifying purchases you made from 18 Aug 

receipt tape (automatic redemption): No need to do anything – Thank you for registering.

 

families receipt tape(meaning you have not registered on the site 
need you to bring in your receipt  or email (this may be easier) the entire code 
to (barlowdc@hotmail.com) so I can input the redemption code into the 

 

There is a great amount of money that can be earned by our school.  The receipts do not only 
need to come from Latin family members.  We can ask anyone for receipts in which the person is 
not contributing to another school.  Ask your friends and family to help. 

Receipts need to be inputted before 13 OCT 2009 

 
-Schools 

a redemption code will be printed at 
Washington Latin Public Charter School will 

receive 10% of the total cost of the qualifying purchases you made from 18 Aug 

Thank you for registering. 

families receipt tape(meaning you have not registered on the site yet ):  I 
or email (this may be easier) the entire code 

so I can input the redemption code into the 

There is a great amount of money that can be earned by our school.  The receipts do not only 
mbers.  We can ask anyone for receipts in which the person is 












