
Legenda 
Latin for “things to be read” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
News, Notes & Needs of The Washington Latin Public Charter School – 09.17.09 
�
 
 

The 'Word of the Week' is: 

efficacious \ef-ih-KAY-shuhs\   

adjective 

1. Capable of having the desired result or effect; effective as a means, measure, remedy, etc. 
Efficacious is from Latin efficax, -acis, from efficere, "to effect, to bring about," from ex-, "out" + facere, "to do or 

make." 

 

In this edition of The Legenda: 
·  Letter from Head of School, Martha Cutts 
·  Curriculum for Banking and Finance Class 
·  Menu for the Greek Festival 
·  Note from the School Librarian 
·  Fundraising Opportunities from the PA 
·  Free PSAT Workshop for students in Grades 9th – 11th to attend 

 
 

I.  NEWS 
 

From the Office of the Head of School 
Dear Latin Parents, 
 
Please be reminded that there will be a noon dismissal at both campuses tomorrow. 
 
We enjoyed last evening’s Upper School Back-to-School Night and the opportunity to speak to parents about our academic 
curriculum.  It is always good both for parents and teachers to be able to associate a face with the names we hear so often.  We 
look forward to having our Middle School parents join us for Back-to-School Night next Thursday beginning at 6:30 p.m.  I 
ask that Middle School parents be sure to know the name of their child’s advisor/homeroom teacher before arriving, as you 
will receive your schedule for the night in homeroom.  
 
Students in grades seven through ten who expressed interest in the Arabic language and culture class offered by the Qatar 
Foundation International have received a packet of important information.  The Parent/Student Pledge Form must be signed 
and returned to the school office on either campus no later than 10:00 a.m. on Monday in order to be considered for the 
class, which will start on Tuesday afternoon.  Over 130 students have expressed a desire to take the class, and we can only 
accommodate 30. I am delighted to see that so many are interested and can only hope that this pilot program will be continued 
next year.   
 



The monthly Banking and Finance class, which is open to ninth and tenth graders, is, on t
offered because of lack of interest. Details of the program can be found in today’s 
postpone the start of the program, but those interested need to let me know by the end of the day
 
Next week we will be sending home via your child a packet with information on:
DC-CAS scores (for those who were at Latin last April)
Registration for school lunches  
Qualifying for free or reduced lunches. 
 
I will send an email the day that these packets are given to your child, so that you can ask your child to give you the packe
evening. Please read the material carefully and return the forms to us by Friday, October 2.  
 
The Greek Festival at Saints Constantine and Helen begins at noon this Friday and goes until 8:00 p.m. on Sunday.  I am 
certain they would be happy to see some Washington Latin families take part. Having sampled the food at the festival in past 
years, I can recommend the experience!  The menu for the festival is below.
 
Charter Chat is an electronic newsletter published weekly by Friends of Choice in Urban Schools, better known as FOCUS, a 
12-year-old, nonprofit organization that supports quality public charter schools in the District
of youth-oriented and family-friendly events and resources. If you are interested in subscribing, go to the following link: 
http://focusdccharters.wufoo.com/forms/join
 
 
With warm regards, 

 
Martha C. Cutts 
Head of School  
 
*************************************************** *******************
 
Curriculum for Banking and Finance  
  
September 23, 2009: 5:15pm to 8:00pm 
Introduction to the program and high-level overview. Setting expectations and goals. 
  
Project: Goal Setting – single project and will take the entire calendar year to develop. Incorporates project management and 
setting goals in several areas of life (career, school, personal, family, finances, etc.). We will have the students write out their 
goals at the beginning of the sessions and then they will have an opportunity to revise them midway through the program. It 
will show the before and after and how the workshops have and will influence their thinking and goal setting. Students will 
receive acknowledgement on their transcripts for colleges and a certificate at completion. 
  
Project Director 
 
October 28, 2009: 5:15pm to 8:00pm 
Dress for Success/ Interviewing tips and Networking secrets 
Focus on the correct dress code and appropriate attire for an interview and for work environment. Session will also focus on 
the typical business casual attire question. In addition, we will focus on the interview 
market yourself successfully and networking. 
  
 Co-Facilitated by: 
 Jessica Saunders, SPHR, Director of Human Resources Convergent Wealth Advisors
 Natalie Smith, SVP Human Resources, City First Bank 

The monthly Banking and Finance class, which is open to ninth and tenth graders, is, on the other hand, in danger of not being 
offered because of lack of interest. Details of the program can be found in today’s Legenda following my letter. We will 
postpone the start of the program, but those interested need to let me know by the end of the day

Next week we will be sending home via your child a packet with information on: 
CAS scores (for those who were at Latin last April) 

I will send an email the day that these packets are given to your child, so that you can ask your child to give you the packe
evening. Please read the material carefully and return the forms to us by Friday, October 2.   

Constantine and Helen begins at noon this Friday and goes until 8:00 p.m. on Sunday.  I am 
certain they would be happy to see some Washington Latin families take part. Having sampled the food at the festival in past 

The menu for the festival is below. 

Charter Chat is an electronic newsletter published weekly by Friends of Choice in Urban Schools, better known as FOCUS, a 
old, nonprofit organization that supports quality public charter schools in the District of Columbia.  It contains notices 

friendly events and resources. If you are interested in subscribing, go to the following link: 
ufoo.com/forms/join-our-listservs/.  

*************************************************** *******************  

level overview. Setting expectations and goals.  

single project and will take the entire calendar year to develop. Incorporates project management and 
eer, school, personal, family, finances, etc.). We will have the students write out their 

goals at the beginning of the sessions and then they will have an opportunity to revise them midway through the program. It 
workshops have and will influence their thinking and goal setting. Students will 

receive acknowledgement on their transcripts for colleges and a certificate at completion.  

ing tips and Networking secrets - 3 hours 
Focus on the correct dress code and appropriate attire for an interview and for work environment. Session will also focus on 
the typical business casual attire question. In addition, we will focus on the interview and resume tips and how to build and 
market yourself successfully and networking.  

Jessica Saunders, SPHR, Director of Human Resources Convergent Wealth Advisors 
Natalie Smith, SVP Human Resources, City First Bank  

he other hand, in danger of not being 
following my letter. We will 

postpone the start of the program, but those interested need to let me know by the end of the day on Monday, September 21.   

I will send an email the day that these packets are given to your child, so that you can ask your child to give you the packet that 

Constantine and Helen begins at noon this Friday and goes until 8:00 p.m. on Sunday.  I am 
certain they would be happy to see some Washington Latin families take part. Having sampled the food at the festival in past 

Charter Chat is an electronic newsletter published weekly by Friends of Choice in Urban Schools, better known as FOCUS, a 
of Columbia.  It contains notices 

friendly events and resources. If you are interested in subscribing, go to the following link: 

single project and will take the entire calendar year to develop. Incorporates project management and 
eer, school, personal, family, finances, etc.). We will have the students write out their 

goals at the beginning of the sessions and then they will have an opportunity to revise them midway through the program. It 
workshops have and will influence their thinking and goal setting. Students will 

Focus on the correct dress code and appropriate attire for an interview and for work environment. Session will also focus on 
and resume tips and how to build and 



  
 November 18, 2009: 5:15pm to 8:00pm 
 Careers in Finance/ Banking - 3 hours 
 Retail, Corporate, Investment Banking, Human Resources, Wealth Management, Information Technology, etc. They will be  
introduced to the various career options available to them in the field of banking and finance, salary expectations, benefits and 
challenges facing the industry for the youth of today. 

  
Co-Facilitated by: 

 (Human Resources) Michele Fantt Harris, Managing Director, Human Resources, National Cooperative Bank - due to 
scheduling Michele has requested to go first (Real Estate) Ozlem Colbert, SVP Investor Compliance, National Cooperative 
Bank; (Wealth Management) Larry Miles, EVP Operations and Investment Strategy, Convergent Wealth Advisor; 
(Accounting) David Sanders, SVP and Controller , National Cooperative Bank; 
  
December 16, 2009: 5:15pm to 8:00pm 
Money and Banking 101 – 2-3 hours 
Guest Speaker: TBA 
  
Students will receive a solid introduction to beginner’s money and banking. It will serve to focus on the US monetary and 
banking systems, cover the industry and will serve to relate it to their personal lives. Students will learn key concepts such as 
understanding a financial statement, what is net worth, depreciation and appreciation and how is the recent market turmoil 
affecting them. 
  
Project Director 
 
January 27, 2010: 5:15pm to 8:00pm 
Credit and how to use it wisely – 2-3 hours 
Students will be introduced to the various credit bureaus and what goes into your score. How important the credit score is to 
your life and how you can make decisions that impact your score and how you can help to maintain a good credit score 
throughout your lifetime.  
 
Facilitated by Andres Echeverri, Wachovia Bank a Wells Fargo Company 
February 24, 2010: 5:15pm to 8:00pm 
Investing in the Stock Market and other instruments – 2-3 hours 
Students will receive a thorough understanding of the US stock markets, how to read the leading business publications, and 
learn the in’s and out’s of investing in the stock market. The DJIA is at its lowest point in many years, is now a good buy 
opportunity?  
  
Facilitated by Andrew Woolridge, CIMA, Associate Director, Convergent Wealth Advisors  
 
March  
School Break 
 
April 28, 2010: 5:15pm to 8:00pm 
Budgeting and why do you need one? 
Students will be introduced to the process of creating a budget. The largest company's live by them, why shouldn't you. 
Students will gain first hand experience at creating a budget, learning what goes into it and why one is needed. In addition, 
they will be exposed to the process of planning for the unforeseen and saving. Credit workshop is a prerequisite.  
  
Facilitated by Stephen D. Briggs, Vice President and Community Development Officer, Wachovia Bank a Wells Fargo 
Company 
 
May 26, 2010: 5:15pm to 8:00pm 
Guest Speaker: TBA 
Project wrap up and assessment  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From the School Librarian 
On Wednesday Sept. 23rd, author Kate Marsh will be visiting our school to speak to our 5th and 6th graders about her 
books.  The Night Tourist was a required summer read.  In conjunction with that visit, we are holding a book sale and 
order forms have been sent home with each student in that grade.  If you did not receive one, see the order form below. 
Students can also bring in copies from home in order to have them signed. We are very grateful to Ms. Marsh for coming 
to our school. 
 
Also, please save Sat. Oct 17 as the day to visit Politics and Prose Bookstore on Connecticut Ave in Northwest DC to do 
all your holiday purchasing.  The day 20% of anything bought in the store and identified as a Washington Latin purchase 
will be credited to our school.  Teachers will have generated wish lists for materials that will benefit all Latin students 
and purchases can also be made for the school.  Faculty will be present throughout the day as well as our librarian.  
Please stop by and encourage your family and friends to do so as well. 
 
 
Dear Parents and Teachers, 
  
 We are delighted that author Katherine Marsh will be coming to your school on Wednesday, September 23, 2009 to meet 
your child. Ms. Marsh will be speaking about her newest book The Twilight Prisoner. This sequel to the Edgar Award-
winning The Night Tourist blends New York City history with Greek Mythology. The main character, Jack Purdu returns 
from the ghostly New York underworld and, to impress his classmate, Cora, leads her to the entrance of that underworld 
– but they go too far. Can they ever return? 
 
  
Politics and Prose will provide books for this author visit. To facilitate signing and to be able to purchase the books at 
20% discount, we are offering you the opportunity to PRE-ORDER books. Price reflects a 20% discount and sales tax is 
included. 
  
Pre-orders must be received by your child’s teacher no later than Tuesday, September 22, 2009. This will allow Politics 
and Prose to provide the books in time for the author event. 
  
We are looking forward to this very special event. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
The Childrens/Teen Department 
Politics and Prose Bookstore 
 

Please indicate the number of books ordered and make checks payable to Politics & Prose. 
Price reflects a 20% discount and includes sales tax. 

  
The Twilight Prisoner (hardback)                                                                   $15.23______ 
  
The Night Tourist (paperback)                                                                          $5.92______ 
 
Jack Purdu lives with his father at Yale University spending his time absorbed in classical literature. On a trip to New 
York City, he meets Euri. She takes him below Grand Central Station where he is ferried into the Greek underworld. This 
novel combines classical mythology with historic New York City landmarks. (2008 Winner of the Edgar Award for best 
teen mystery) 
  
Number of Books____________________________ Check Amount___________________ 
  
Student’s Name______________________________ Teacher’s Name__________________ 



II.  PARENT ASSOCIATION 
Fundraising Information 
Have you registered your Safeway and Giant cards yet?  Even if you don’t do your normal shopping at either of the 
stores, you never know when you may just need to pick up a few items and your local Safeway or Giant is right on 
the way home.  Also, do you know anyone that does shop at these stores and is currently not supporting a school?  
Ask them to register their cards to support our school.  
 
Send them to these sites: 
Group ID for Safeway (escrip) – 500016493  https://secure.escrip.com/jsp/supporter/registration/step1.jsp 
 
Giant A+ Bonus Card  http://www.giantfood.com/aplus School ID 05305 Washington Latin School 
 
Also, eScrip is more than just Safeway.  Go to their website and see how else you may be able to support our 
school.  www.escrip.com 
 
We have had 8 new supporters for the Giant Bonus card and 6 new supporters for the Safeway card. 
I know we can do better than this.  Let’s get with the program.  This is FREE money.   
 
Keep collecting those Box Tops.  There is now a collection container in the main office of the Upshur campus and each 
homeroom will have one by the end of next week.  Our 1st deadline for the Box Tops will be 16 OCT 2009. 

 



III.  AROUND TOWN 
 

                                          

The Northern Virginia Urban League Guild 
 

 

 

 
 

Inviting Students in Grades 9th – 11th to Attend 

Saturday, October 10, 2009 
The Lee Center 
1108 Jefferson Street - Alexandria, VA 22314 
9:30 A.M. – 1:30 P.M. 

�
Call for reservations: 703-836-2858 or 703-780-0097 
 
 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  *  
WHY TAKE THE OFFICIAL PSAT TEST? It's good practice for the SAT and it's a qualifying test for National Merit 
Scholarships.  
 
HOW IS IT SCORED?  One Critical Reading, one Math and one Writing Section, each worth 20 to 80 points �

HOW LONG IS THE OFFICIAL PSAT TEST?  2 hours and 10 minutes  

WHEN SHOULD YOU TAKE IT?  October - Junior year. Many students also take practice PSAT tests in October of their 
freshman and sophomore years. 
 
National PSAT Test Dates 2009 : Wednesday, October 14th & Saturday, October 17th. 
      
 
 
                            
 

             

                     Knowledge is Power  


