
Legenda 
Latin for “things to be read” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
News, Notes & Needs of The Washington Latin Public Charter School – 09.10.09 
�
 
 

The 'Word of the Week' is: 

propitious \pruh-PISH-uhs\ 

adjective 
1. Presenting favorable circumstances or conditions.�  
2.   Favorably inclined; gracious; benevolent. 

 
Propitious derives from Latin propitius, "favorable." 

 

In this edition of The Legenda: 
·  Letter from Head of School, Martha Cutts 
·  Back to School Immunization Update 
·  Note from the School Librarian 
·  Fundraising Opportunities from the PA 
·  Lion Sport Report 
·  DC Youth Orchestra Program Open House 
·  Kennedy Center Open House 
·  Greek Festival Flyer – Sept. 18, 19, 20 

 
 

I.  NEWS 
 

From the Office of the Head of School 
 

Dear Latin Parents, 
 
Again last weekend, parents worked to beautify Washington Latin. Seeing the flowers that now adorn the entrance to the 
Decatur campus and the fresh paint at Upshur was a great way for students and teachers to begin the week. I hope you all know 
how much we appreciate your support of the School! 
 
Please make sure that you have the following September dates on your calendar. 
 
September 16 - Upper School Back-to-School Night 
 
September 18 - Noon dismissal (professional development for faculty) 
 
September 24 – Middle School Back-to-School Night 
 



At the Back-to-School Nights you will have a chance to meet your child’s teachers and hear about the curriculum.  Both 
evenings will begin at 6:30 p.m. You will be given a schedule for the evening when you arrive, but please make sure
know in advance the name of your child’s advisor/homeroom teacher.
 
Yesterday our eighth graders began classes in their new rooms at Northwest Community Church at 4100 16
grade teachers are pleased with this improved space that 
upbeat, can-do attitude that they have brought to a challenging situation.  Students have been equally resilient and focused in 
these first days of school. 
 
Quite a few students have expressed interest in the Arabic language and culture class that we will be offering on Tuesday and 
Friday afternoons.  As you may remember from one of my earlier letters, this program is sponsored by the Qatar Foundation 
US and will culminate in an all-expenses paid trip to Qatar over spring break.   Those who 
will soon receive further details. Mr. Michael Scott, the instructor, will be available from 6:30
Back-to-School Night next Wednesday for parents from either campus who would like to speak with him. 
 
We are looking for some storage space to put some tables and desks for a couple of months. If you have any extra room in a 
garage or large shed and would be willing to house these things f
motivation you need to clean out your garage, so be it!
 
We have had repairmen out to address some concerns we have had of late with our phones at both campuses. I encourage you 
to email us if you are unable to reach us by phone or not confident that we are getting any voicemail messages you may leave.  
I hope for your sake and ours that we will be trouble
 
The Codex Familiarum, Washington Latin’s Parent Directory, 
document is password protected and the username and password may be found in my letter of last week.  If you would like 
your contact information removed or edited, please contact Crystal Williams at 
 
With warm regards, 

 
Martha C. Cutts 
Head of School 

 
 
Back to School Immunization Update 
All public and private school students are required to have their vaccinations by September 8, 2009.  Parents should bring th
children’s immunization cards with them when taking their child to get vaccinated.  There are new immunization requirements 
for all grade levels for the 2009-10 school year.  The DOH Immunization Clinic at 6323 Georgia Avenue NW, Suite 305 is 
open from 9 am – 7 pm to provide these immunizations.
 
 
From the School Librarian 
Dear Parents 
 
As you might expect, many books have disappeared from our library over the summer.  If you have a copy of one of the 
following books, in good shape, would you please consider donating* 
either school office with my name on it.  I will post different titles every week.  Thank you so much for your support.
 
Poetry 180 
Esperanza rising by Munoz 
Hatchet by Paulsen 
The Viking Warrior by Roberts 

School Nights you will have a chance to meet your child’s teachers and hear about the curriculum.  Both 
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Goose Girl by Hale 
 
Also, once again the Library of Congress is sponsoring the 2009 National Book Festival on the mall on Saturday, 
September 26, from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  Popular authors including James Patterson, Rick Riordan (The Lightning Thief 
series), Sharon Creech, Jon Scieszka, Lois Lowry and Judy Blume will be reading from their books and signing copies.  It 
is a great way to celebrate reading.cr 
 
*We appreciate your interest in and support of our teachers and library but please, before you make a donation, check with 
your child's teacher or me to see if it meets our curriculum needs and if we have the space for your donation.  Our library 
shelves are filling up and our classrooms have limited storage space.   
 
Many thanks. 
Edie Ching, Librarian 
 
 

II.  PARENT ASSOCIATION 
 
Sally Foster is here! 
Please look for the Sally Foster Catalog in your child's backpack.  The Sally Foster 
fundraiser will benefit the Parent Association and help them offset the costs of many of the events and activities that your 
child enjoys at the school.  Please read the instructions that come with the packet and if you have questions, please 
contact the Sally Foster fundraiser coordinators, Jamie Mills (jwmills5@yahoo.com) or Amanda Hursen 
(mandy@cbmove.com).  REMEMBER:  All checks should be made out to WLPCS Parent Association, and please do not 
add tax to your orders. 
 
 
Washington Latin Fundraising Programs 
Here are the links to input your Safeway and Giant card to help our school. 
 
Group ID for Safeway (escrip) 500016493   
https://secure.escrip.com/jsp/supporter/registration/step1.jsp 
 
Giant A+ Bonus Card  http://www.giantfood.com/aplus  
School ID: 05305 Washington Latin School 
 
You will need to have the numbers for each card to register. 
 
Thank you for supporting The Washington Latin Public Charter School. 
 
Debra Barlow 
Program Coordinator 
 

III.  LION SPORT REPORT 
Latin Lions Report  
Dear Parents:  
 
Back to School Supplies! As summer draws to a close it is, once again, time to shop for back to school supplies. As you shop 
for the pencils, notebooks, crayons, paper, and paste, I am going to suggest some new types of “back to school” supplies that 
will help your child get good nutrition, plenty of sleep and 60 minutes of physical activity every day. The healthy school 
supplies include:  
 



Healthy nutritional snacks  
When you plan your child’s lunch, put in fresh fruit, a box of raisins or other types of dried fruit, use whole wheat bread for 
sandwiches, unsweetened applesauce cups, and cheese. Make sure to encourage your child to drink plenty of water during the 
day and low fat milk at meals. Check out this website for more helpful information – 
http://www.mypyramid.gov/kids/index.html. 
 
Physical Activity  
Regular physical activity is critical for your child’s growth and development. Physical activity helps strengthen bones and 
muscles, maintain appropriate weight, improve academic achievement and reduce the risk of various diseases. Supplies that 
can assist in improving your child’s physical activity level include activity related supplies such as a short jump rope, a ball 
that bounces, and sidewalk chalk. Encourage your child to be physical active at least 60 minutes per day. You can do this by 
taking your child to places that encourage physical activity such as parks, fields, courts and pools. You can find a great 
resource for physical activity and children at www.cdc.gov/youthcampaign/marketing/adult/index.htm.  

 
Healthy Behaviors  
Encourage your child to live a healthy life make sure to washes his or her hands frequently throughout the day. Adding a small 
bottle of hand sanitizer to your child’s school supply list would be a great idea. You and your child could practice the right way 
to wash your hands by using the guidelines at www.cdc.gov/Features/HandWashing/. Use fluoride toothpaste and encourage 
regular brushing. You might want to buy a brand new toothbrush for your child to start every new school year. A website you 
and your child can visit together is www.adha.org/kidstuff/facts.htm. Make sure you child gets sufficient rest and sleep. Sleep 
helps with memory, concentration and learning. Make sure to set a regular time for bed and try doing some relaxing activities 
prior to bedtime such as reading a story or taking a warm bath. You can include a bottle of bubble bath on your school supply 
list! A great website for you and your child on sleep is www.nhlbi.nih.gov./health/public/sleep/starslp/index.htm. 
 
Here’s to the Beginning of a Healthy School Year!  
 
Lower School Physical Education 
 
5th Grade 
PE – Cooperatives and Fitness Challenges 
Health – Life Skills: Effective Communication 
 
6th Grade 
PE – Soccer 
Health – Life Skills: Decision Making 
 
Please assist your child in remembering to bring their PE uniform. Students will receive 2 demerits for not being properly 
dressed for PE. Thank you for your help! 

 

Latin Athletics  
 

·  Please check www.highschoolsports.net for upcoming games and practice 
schedules, directions, etc. 

  
How to Get Schedule & Game Updates to your EMAIL and/or PHONE 

Our HighSchoolSports.Net service offers complete and up-to-date scheduling information. 

Many features are available FREE to you to help you manage your athletic schedules. 

You can access Washington Latin PCS on HighSchoolSports.Net anytime by clicking on the following link 

http://www.highschoolsports.net, choose our state (DC), then choose our school (Washington Latin). 



Today’s Events is a list of athletic events happening today. 

The calendar shows this week’s activities. If you “roll over” an event with your mouse pointer, a small screen will pop-up to 

provide you with even more information about the event with facility scheduled for the event and transportation depart and 

return times. 

Click on “Click here to view the Month” to see the entire current month and to view other months. 

“Sync Calendar” immediately syncs the calendar THAT YOU ARE VIEWING to your handheld, desktop, or Microsoft 

Outlook. If you are viewing the weekly calendar, all events that you see on the weekly calendar will immediately sync. If you 

are viewing the monthly calendar, then all of the events on the monthly calendar will immediately sync. 

Click on “Advanced Sync” to sync specific events. 

At the bottom of the page are a number of options. 

On the left, chose a team from the list. When the team’s schedule is displayed, you can download the team’s schedule into your 

handheld or Microsoft’s Outlook by clicking on PDA/Outlook Sync. 

Clicking on any school’s name underlined in blue will take you to MapQuest.com for directions to that school. 

This is also where you go to view game scores. 

If you sign up for Change Notifications, you will get an email or a message on your cell phone letting you know that a game 
has been postponed or cancelled. 

The first step is to sign up. You will get an email with instructions to complete the sign up procedure and to choose what team 
you want to receive notices for. You can log in at any school on HighSchoolSports.Net and sign up for any amount of teams. 
To change what teams you receive notices for, go to that particular school, log in and change your preferences. You can also 
add your cell phone or pager number or extra email addresses. 
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IV.  AROUND TOWN 

 
Music Open House 
Date: Saturday, September 12, 2009 
 
The DCYOP was just voted as the Washington, DC metro area’s “best music classes” (Nickelodeon’s Parents Connect)– 
check out this amazing program!  The DCYOP was also chosen by the Catalogue for Philanthropy as “one of the best 
small nonprofits in the Washington, DC region.”  Offering 17 times more classes than any other DC-area youth orchestra 
organizations, the DC Youth Orchestra Program is a leading music education resource.  DC Youth Orchestra Program 
tuition is over 25% lower than other area youth orchestras for DC students.  Better quality teaching – better price!  Come 
check it out! 
  
All events take place at 6315 5th St. NW, Washington, DC 20011.  DCYOP offices are on the bottom floor, rooms #8 
and #9.  Please feel free to call our offices at any time at 202-723-1612 or email questions to info@dcyop.org.  We’ll see 
you here!! 
  



9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon - Petting Zoo 
Instrument petting zoo for all students exploring which instrument to learn.  Opportunity to sign up for classes and 
register with the program, or just come by to check out the instruments for fun!  Free and open to all students who wish to 
attend.  No RSVP is necessary. 
  
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon - Brass Master Class 
Master class – all students welcome!  Trumpet soloist and Howard University Music Department Chair, Chris Royal, will 
work with students from the program.  Mr. Royal has been a featured soloist with the Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks 
Orchestra, the National Symphony Orchestra, the Peabody Ragtime Ensemble, the Baltimore Jazz Orchestra, and the 
Soulful Symphony.  Free and open to all students who wish to attend.  Please RSVP to info@dcyop.org 
  
10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  -  String Master Class 
Master class – all students welcome!  A String Quartet from “The President’s Own” US Marine Chamber Orchestra, 
members include Gunnery Sergeant Regino Madrid, violin; Gunnery Sergeant Erika Sato, violin; Staff Sergeant Sarah 
Hart, viola; Staff Sergeant Charlie Powers, cello.  This skilled group of musicians will work with a number of students 
and also present a performance of part of all of Beethoven’s “Harp” Quartet.  Free and open to all students who wish to 
attend.  Please RSVP to info@dcyop.org. 
 
 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.  -  Tchaik 4 Reading Session 
Open to all advanced-level students.  Students from around the metropolitan area will come together for a rousing, 
exciting reading of Tchaikovsky’s Fourth Symphony.  If you are interested in joining us for the reading session, please go 
to www.everynote.com and take a look at the parts.  If you can play the part, come join the fun!  Bring a friend or two as 
well!  Free and open to all students who wish to attend.  Please RSVP to info@dcyop.org. 
 
3:00 p.m. – (by appointment) - Audition Opportunities 
Students interested in auditioning to be placed in one of the programs 9 major ensembles (orchestra or wind ensemble) 
have the opportunity to audition.  The DC Youth Orchestra Program does NOT charge students to audition for the 
program.  (New beginners do not need to audition for placement.)  Free and open to all students.  Please RSVP to 
info@dcyop.org. 
 
 
 Free family fun bursts forth from the stage to the street!  
 

  
 
The Kennedy Center swings open the doors on the 2009-2010 season with a Stage and Street Spectacular! This year, the 
Kennedy Center Open House presents street performers from France, Canada, Australia, and D.C., plus enough music 
and fun to pack an entire day with excitement! Construct a cardboard-box skyline with We Built This City while 
bouncing to the music of Mambo Sauce and PT Walkley. Cool off inside while meeting your children’s favorite authors 
and illustrators as part of the popular Multicultural Children's Book Festival. Then watch L’Arsenal à Musique’s wild 
interpretation of Carnival of the Animals with the National Symphony Orchestra. And that's just the beginning of this full 
day of fun not to be missed!  
  
Sep. 12 | From noon - 6 p.m. | Throughout the Kennedy Center 



Go here for a full schedule of all the free family fun:  http://www.kennedy-center.org/programs/festivals/openhouse/ 

 


