
Legenda 
Latin for “things to be read” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
News, Notes & Needs of The Washington Latin Public Charter School – 12.03.09 
 
 
 

The 'Word of the Week' is: 

malleable \MAL-ee-uh-buhl\ 

adjective 
1.  1. Capable of being extended or shaped by beating with a hammer, or by the pressure of rollers; -- applied to metals.  
2. 2. Capable of being altered or controlled by outside forces; easily influenced. 3. Capable of adjusting to changing circumstances; adaptable. 

Malleable comes from Medieval Latin malleabilis, from malleare, "to hammer," from Latin malleus, "hammer." 

In this edition of The Legenda: 
 Letter from Head of School, Martha Cutts 
 Note from the School Librarian 
 Letter from the PA President 
 Save the Date:  Casino Night - February 26th, 2010 
 Lion Sport Report 
 Events happening around DC 

 
 

I. NEWS 
 

From the Office of the Head of School 
Friday, 12/4 – Parent Conferences (No school for students) 
Monday, 12/7 - 10th grade to the Newseum  
Wednesday, 12/9 - Latin 1 & 2 classes to the Walters Museum 
Friday, 12/11 – Parent Conferences (No school for students) 
Saturday, 12/12 – Arabic class to the Walters Museum 
Tuesday, 12/15 – 8th grade to Ford’s Theater 
Wednesday, 12/16 – 7th grade to The Walters Museum; Banking & Finance 5:15 p.m. 



Dear Latin Parents, 
 
At Tuesday evening’s admission open house, two students spoke about what Washington Latin means to them. Prospective parents commented to me 
afterwards on the confidence and poise with which the students spoke. One prospective student who had recently heard student speakers at an independent 
school presentation told her mom that our Latin students were much stronger. Nice feedback, indeed! The heartfelt comments of our students about their 
teachers, with regard both to the expertise and the caring the faculty bring to their work, made quite an impression.   
 
I can’t help sharing an example of what makes this faculty so terrific. Last Tuesday afternoon I went into the faculty room an hour or so after dismissal for 
Thanksgiving and found two Latin teachers reading Vergil’s Aeneid together.  This was, of course, purely for their enjoyment. A couple of students who 
hadn’t left yet came in and sat and listened to these two adults translate together. The mere fact that they hadn’t all left the building as soon as school was over 
was noteworthy, but the fascination in seeing these two role models pursuing this academic work for pleasure, puzzling out the translation just as students are 
asked to do in class, spoke volumes to the students about the passion and commitment these adults bring to their discipline. What a picture this was! 
The Board of Governors and I want to thank all the parents who took the time to respond to the recent survey. 222 responses were submitted.  We greatly 
appreciate the detailed, thoughtful answers to the open-ended questions, which will be especially helpful to the Board in its strategic planning. 
 
In 2008-2009, several Washington Latin students were honored at the Johns Hopkins CTY Awards Ceremony in DC for receiving the top scores on the SCAT 
(School and College Abilities Test), SAT, and ACT in the district.  
 
By participating in Talent Search, students and their parents receive: 
 

 access to CTY’s Family Academic Programs, conferences held throughout the year featuring biotechnology, international relations, marine 
biology, visual Arts, college workshops,   

 an opportunity to assess for giftedness and an early glimpse at college entrance exams (SAT/ACT) in a low-stakes environment 
 a certificate of participation from the Johns Hopkins University for taking the SCAT, SAT, or ACT 
 statistical data that allows you to understand individual test scores compared to the national landscape of gifted and advanced students 
 a student resource guide for gifted education including reading lists for advanced students 

  
Students who participate in the Talent Search and meet minimum eligibility scores will also qualify for CTY Summer and CTYOnline programs, residential 
and distance education opportunities 
 
If you are interested in having your child participate this year, here is what you need to do. 
 
Step 1) Apply online to the Talent Search: http://ctyjhu.org/tsonlineapp/introOnlineTSApp.cfm  Fee: $37 
 
Step 2) Receive the CTY Welcome Packet containing student eligibility number, and instructions on how, where and when to take the appropriate above-
grade level test. Grades 5-6 will register for the SCAT; Grades 7-8 will register for the SAT or ACT. 
 
Step 3) Register for the SCAT, SAT, or ACT. 
SCAT $55 
SAT $45 
ACT $32 



7th and 8th grade families: Apply to Talent Search by December 12th to receive test registration materials for the February ACT and March SAT tests. 
 
5th and 6th grade families: Apply to Talent Search by December 31st and test by February 15th if you are interested in qualifying for summer programs. 
 
If you want to find out more about CTY, you can attend one of their web meetings. All you need is a computer with speakers and an Internet connection to 
participate. Please visit http://www.cty.jhu.edu/ts/webinars.html to register for a web meeting. All published meetings are free and open to the public. 
 
Johns Hopkins University Center for Talented Youth (CTY) is the largest university-based talent search in the US. In its thirtieth year, CTY identifies gifted 
students with high academic abilities in verbal, mathematical, as well as spatial reasoning skills. For information on the benefits of participating in Talent 
Search, please visit http://www.cty.jhu.edu/ts/benefits.html 
 
If you have questions about Talent Search or CTY programs or questions about financial aid and reduced fees on the test, please contact DC coordinator Nara 
Han by email (han.nara@jhu.edu) or phone (410-735-4153). 
 
You can learn about the CTY Talent Search in 5 minutes: http://www.cty.jhu.edu/ts/ctyinsights.html 
 
With warm regards, 
 

 
Martha C. Cutts 
Head of School 
 
From the School Librarian 
At this holiday time, please reminder that if you would like to honor a family member or member of the school community with the gift of a book to the 
library, please contact Mrs. Ching for a list of suggestions.  And for your family reading pleasure, here is this week's suggestion: 
Charles and Emma by Deborah Heligman.  This book, nominated for the National Book Award, tells of the Darwin's courtship and marriage and how Emma's 
religious fervor affected Charles' attitude about the publication of his theories.   It helps to personalize this acclaimed scientist. 
 
 

II. PARENT ASSOCIATION 
 
December 3, 2009 
 
Dear Latin Parents: 
 
In reviewing our records I see that a lot of families haven’t contributed their Parent Association (PA) dues.  With the year well on its way we, as parents, have 
accomplished a great deal but we still have a great deal more to do.  I hope you know the difference your payment will make in helping our efforts to assist 
the school with everything from providing each grade its own fund to teacher appreciation events to books for the classroom to school beautification .   



The fact that you have chosen Washington Latin for your child says that you know what a gem we have in our school and community.  We have diamond in 
the rough and it will take all of us and everyone’s contribution to build and ultimately sustain it.  Simply stated it is the involvement, commitment, and 
generosity of our parents and our highly skilled and dedicated teachers, staff, and Head of School that set our school apart.  As parents in our school 
community, we each have a powerful role to play. 
 
The membership dues, which have remained unchanged from last year, are $25 per family.  Our goal is to have 100% of our 445 families participate; if everyone 
pays their membership dues, we can instantly raise $11,125!  Not only would this money immediately benefit our students, a strong showing of support of the 
PA by parents is something concrete and positive that can be highlighted in Latin’s applications for grants from foundations and outside donors. 
Dues of $25 is a minimum. We hope that many will be willing and able to stretch and donate $200.  While we hope that those families who are able to pay the 
full $200 (or more!) will do so, we strongly encourage all families to contribute what they can, whatever that amount may be.  Participation by all families is 
the key element to success.  When you consider the cost of a comparable education at a parochial or private school (e.g., $6,000-$33,000), you see that $200 
per student isn’t too much to ask – indeed, it equates to approximately $1 per school day.  It is worth noting that many DC public schools ask for parent 
contributions - ranging from $400 to $2,000 per child.  All PA contributions are tax deductible, and can be made in installments throughout the year.    
Please help us achieve our goal and send your check for at least $25 along with your child’s name to Shirley Toussaint or Michelle Guthrie at the Upshur or 
Decatur campus in an envelope to the attention of Susan Murray Wood, PA Treasurer. 
If you have paid your dues please let me know if you have received this letter in error.  Otherwise, please submit your dues by December 15, 2009.  This date 
would guarantee a larger amount being transferred to the school at the beginning of the New Year to assist in whatever way the Head of School deems 
necessary. 
 
Thanks for your attention to this matter.  If you have questions, please contact me at 202-746-6982. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Caroline Ford Coleman 
President 
Washington Latin Public Charter School Parent Association 
 
 
Casino Night 
A fun night is in the cards...Come celebrate the successes and future of WLPCS on Friday, February 26th.  Stay tuned, details are soon to follow.  
If you would like to get involved in the planning for this event, please contact Melissa Torgovitsky at storgovitsky@aol.com or Christina 
Muradian at christinamur@yahoo.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



III. LION SPORT REPORT 
 

 
Poinsettia Sale Info is below!! These eye-opening poinsettias are 
from the same greenhouses that Johnson’s gets their poinsettias 
from. 
Please support the Latin Lions!! 
 

 

o GPS Units Needed  
Latin Athletics are looking for a donation of two(2) GPS units to use for the upcoming Basketball 
season. In an effort to control expenses, we will be utilizing vans that the coaches will be driving 
and a little navigational assistance will be much appreciated. Contact Mr. Bettencourt if you can 
help!! 

 
 
Lower School Physical Education 
 
PARENTS – The weather is getting colder and we will still be outside. If your child does not have the Latin Sweatshirt and Sweatpants, please send money with 
your child to purchase them. They are $15.00 per piece.  
 
Students may wear another layer OVER their sweats, if necessary.    
 
Latin Athletics  
ATTENTION PARENTS OF ALL LATIN ATHLETES… 
YOU MUST SIGN UP FOR THE SPORTS ALERT SYSTEM. THIS IS HOW WE CAN ALERT YOU OF 
PRACTICE AND GAME CHANGES!!!!  
How to Get Schedule & Game Updates to your EMAIL and/or PHONE 
Our HighSchoolSports.Net service offers complete and up-to-date scheduling information. 

Many features are available FREE to you to help you manage your athletic schedules. 

You can access Washington Latin PCS on HighSchoolSports.Net anytime by clicking on the following link http://www.highschoolsports.net, choose our state (DC), then 
choose our school (Washington Latin). 



Today’s Events is a list of athletic events happening today. 

The calendar shows this week’s activities. If you “roll over” an event with your mouse pointer, a small screen will pop-up to provide you with even more information about 
the event with facility scheduled for the event and transportation depart and return times. 

Click on “Click here to view the Month” to see the entire current month and to view other months. 

“Sync Calendar” immediately syncs the calendar THAT YOU ARE VIEWING to your handheld, desktop, or Microsoft Outlook. If you are viewing the weekly calendar, all 
events that you see on the weekly calendar will immediately sync. If you are viewing the monthly calendar, then all of the events on the monthly calendar will immediately 
sync. 

Click on “Advanced Sync” to sync specific events. 

At the bottom of the page are a number of options. 

On the left, chose a team from the list. When the team’s schedule is displayed, you can download the team’s schedule into your handheld or Microsoft’s Outlook by clicking 
on PDA/Outlook Sync. 

Clicking on any school’s name underlined in blue will take you to MapQuest.com for directions to that school. 

This is also where you go to view game scores. 

If you sign up for Change Notifications, you will get an email or a message on your cell phone letting you know that a game has been postponed or cancelled. 

The first step is to sign up. You will get an email with instructions to complete the sign up procedure and to choose what team you want to receive notices for. You can log in 
at any school on HighSchoolSports.Net and sign up for any amount of teams. To change what teams you receive notices for, go to that particular school, log in and change 
your preferences. You can also add your cell phone or pager number or extra email addresses. 
 
Upper School  
The following activities will be offered to students in the 9th and 10th Grades: 

 Boys JV Basketball – Monday, November 16 – Try-Out REQUIRED 
 Girls JV Basketball – starts Monday, November 9 – Try-Out REQUIRED 
 Winter Conditioning – starts Monday, January 4 
 Dance – starts Monday, January 4 
 Cheer/Step – start date TBD 

Basketball rosters will be no larger than 12 players. All other activities may limit numbers due to space and safety concerns. 
 
Middle School 
The following activities will be offered to students in the 7th and 8th Grades: 

 Boys MS Basketball – starts Monday, January 4 – Try-Out REQUIRED 
 Girls MS Basketball – starts Monday, January 4 – Try-Out REQUIRED 
 Winter Conditioning – starts Monday, January 4 

Basketball rosters will be no larger than 12 players. 
 



Coaches of all programs will have clear expectations and rules, in addition to the ones outlined in the Handbook, that all participants will be expected to follow. Please review 
the Athletics Section of the Handbook before signing up for the season. 
 

 Please check www.highschoolsports.net for upcoming games and practice schedules, directions, etc. 
 
 

IV. AROUND TOWN 
 
Washington Revels’ 27th annual celebration of the Winter Solstice  
Two of our students (5th graders Benjamin Roodman and Sylvie Ashford) as well as one of our parents (David Roodman) are part of this 
spectacular holiday show.  Please go to http://revelsdc.org/events.html for more information and see the flyer below. 
About the show: 
Washington Revels transports us to Italy at the end of the 15th century. Maestro Leonardo da Vinci, the quintessential Renaissance man, has 
invited the Doge of Venice, nobles from the courts of Italy, craftsmen, townspeople, and all their children to celebrate the turning of the year. 
Enjoy Leonardo’s art and inventions, Italian holiday traditions, a Roman Saturnalia, and the magic of the season with glorious music, rousing 
dance—and an eclipse of the sun! 
Join the acclaimed Revels company (over 75 performers, ages 8-80) on this colorful journey to seasons past with special guests Piffaro the 
Renaissance Band, Revels favorites Oran Sandel as Leonardo and Morgan Duncan as the Doge, as well as Emma Jaster—daughter of Revels’ 
beloved fool Mark Jaster—in the role of the Doge's comic servant, Smeraldina. You and your family are invited! The Maestro awaits… 
 
SAVE THE DATE!!! - Ward 4 Holiday Party 
Date: Saturday, December 12 
Time: 6-8 p.m.  
Location: Kingsbury Day School, 5000 14th Street NW 
To RSVP, contact Brandon Todd at btodd@dccouncil.us or 202-741-0917 
Please bring a new coat to the party to keep Ward 4 students warm this year! Coats in sizes 2T-18 are needed. Your support will be greatly appreciated.  
  
Christmas Arts & Crafts Workshop 
Where: Chevy Chase Recreation Center, 5500-41st Street, NW   
When: December 14 – 18, 2009, 3:00-5:00 p.m.  
Children will make Christmas arts and craft projects. For more information, call Ann Martin at (202) 282-2200.  
 
Fourth District Pizza Party with Santa 
When: Dec. 17 
Where: Takoma Community Center, located at 300 Van Buren Street NW 
Time: 5:00-8:00 p.m. 
Children (ages 17 and under) need to register to receive a gift. Due to space constraints, no more than 100 children may be admitted. For more 
information and to register, call Full Stride Officer Heather Straker at 202-715-7418. 











8” Pot Poinsettia  $30.00 
     20+ blooms, 4 plants   
______ Red 
______Pink  
 
7” Pot Poinsettia  $20.00 
     15+ blooms, 3 plants  
______ Red 
______Pink   
 
6 1/2” Pot Plant  $15.00 
          10-12 blooms, 2 plants  
______ Red 
______White 
______Pink   
 

6” Pot Poinsettia   $10.00 
      5-8 blooms, 1 plant 
______ Red 
______White 
______Pink   
 
3 1/2” Pot Poinsettia  $ 5.00 
           1 bloom, 1 plant 
______ Red 
______White 
______Pink   
 
8” Hanging Poinsettia Basket   
$30.00 / 20+ blooms, 4 plants  
______ Red 
______White 
______Pink   

 
10” Pot Poinsettia Tree  $40.00 
        2’-3’ tall, 20+ Blooms 
______ Red (tallest) 
______White 
 
 
Cyclamen  
  ______ 6 1/2” Cyclamen, 18”wide  

$10.00 
  ______ 4 1/2” Cyclamen   

$ 8.00 
 
 
 

 

 
Lat in Lions Hol iday Plant Sale -Order Form 

 

Total 
# 

 8” POT 
POINSETTIA 

$30.OO 
EACH = 

$  Total #  8” HANGING 
BASKET 

$30.00   
EACH = 

$ 

Total 
# 

 7” POT 
POINSETTIA 

$20.00 
EACH = 

$  Total #  2-3’  TREE $40.00   
EACH = 

$ 

Total 
# 

 6 1/2” POT 
POINSETTIA 

$15.00 
EACH = 

$  Total #  6 1/2” 
CYCLAMEN 

$12.00   
EACH = 

$ 

Total 
# 

 6” POT 
POINSETTIA 

$10.00 
EACH = 

$  Total #  4 1/2” 
CYCLAMEN 

$8.00     
EACH = 

$ 

Total 
# 

 3 1/2 “ POT 
POINSETTIA 

$5.00  
EACH = 

$       

       TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $ 

 
 
 

 

Name  Phone  

Address  City  

State  Zip  Email  

Amount Enclosed $ Thank you so much for your support! 
 
 
 
 


